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Village Staff are always looking for ways to increase and improve communication with residents. Current methods include website announcements and alerts, Village social media accounts, the Simplicity app, and of course, the Smoke
Signals quarterly newsletter. In October, the Village will
begin emailing e-newsletters on the months when the
Smoke Signals are not being mailed. Residents can sign-up
to receive the e-newsletter in their inbox on the homepage
of the Village website. Anyone who needs assistance signing
up for the newsletter can call or stop by Village Hall and a
staff member will be happy to assist. Just to reiterate, the
printed and mailed copy of the Smoke Signals will continue
as normal, and the e-newsletters will be sent in addition to
the Smoke Signals.

45 Acres Stormwater Study
At the October meeting of the Board of Trustees, there will be a presentation on the
Stormwater Conditions Study for the 45
Acres neighborhood. This is a study that one
of the Village’s engineering consultants,
Thomas Engineering Group, has been working on over the last year. All interested residents are invited to attend the meeting on
Thursday, October 13th at 7:00 p.m. The
meeting will be at the Village Hall, located at
201 Acacia Drive. If you are unable to attend
the meeting in-person, you can watch it live
on Comcast Channel 6, Facebook and
YouTube. A replay of the meetings are posted on the Village website the following day.

Full-Time Police Officer Sworn In
Officer Marty Milas began
working for the Village parttime August 2nd, 2021 and
almost exactly a year later
was sworn in as a full-time
officer. Officer Milas has been
in law enforcement for 31
years. He and his wife have
been married for 32 years and
have two sons. One is a police
officer in Downers Grove and
one is attending college. He also has a 13 year old
Golden Retriever named Toby. He enjoys spending
time with his family when he’s not working. The Village is lucky to have such a dedicated and experienced Police force and Officer Milas will fit right in!

Wolf Road Update
The Village Board has heard from the residents
about having more community involvement on the
Wolf Road project, so the Village—along with the
County, will be creating a Corridor Advisory Committee (CAC) as part of a new Public Involvement
Plan (PIP). The Village Engineering firm Strand is
working with the public involvement subconsultant who worked on the Plainfield Road phase I
presentation, to scope out the specifics of what the
PIP will look like. This has taken a little longer
than anticipated because Strand wants to be as
thorough as possible with the plans. The Village is
seeking to be ready for the Village’s October Board
Meeting for the amendment with Strand & Village
agreement and the revised County & Village Intergovernmental Agreement with this new scope.
After that, it would go to the County’s November
Board Meeting. After the County’s approval, the
Village will begin preparing the PIP and coordinating with Illinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT).

After the PIP has been approved by IDOT, the first
CAC meeting will be held in early 2023. Strand is
also target mailing out all the responses to the
public meeting comments in September. The final
summary report, including all public comments
will be sent to IDOT as part of the approval process, at which point the comments become public.
The County and the Village have stated that they
intend to include the participation of the Wolf
Road Advocacy Group as part of the CAC and when
the PIP is being developed.

Help the Monarch Butterflies

Did you know that Monarch butterflies only eat
milkweed? It’s true, and because of this they need
milkweed plants to lay their eggs. Village Hall has
free milkweed seed pods (while supplies last),
compliments of resident Sharon Kalinoski. Stop
by and request a pod of seeds to grow your own
milkweed. Seeds should be planted in shallow soil
before the frost for the best results. Milkweed
plants are food for caterpillars but poisonous to
humans so do not get milkweed sap on your skin
or in your eyes. Also keep young children and
pets away from the plants.

Acacia Drive Update

Discover the Heritage Center

The Acacia Drive Road Project is wrapping up this
year. There have been a number of hurdles that
have gotten in the way and delayed completion of
this project over the last two years. Everything
from utility conflicts, Nicor delays, supply chain
issues, and labor strikes have delayed the construction project.
The good news is that the complete reconstruction of the street is on schedule to be completed
by the end of October. The sidewalk is also on
schedule to be completed by October. Acacia
Drive was one of the oldest roads in the Village so
instead of removing and replacing the top layer of
asphalt, the project called for the replacement of
the entire street, down to the dirt.
Once the road is completed landscaping will take
place. This will include the installation of sod,
planting of grass seed, tree planting, and retaining
wall construction. Street lighting improvements
will also be installed along Acacia Drive.

With the advent of the new school year students
are encouraged to utilize the Heritage Center Library should they need to utilize the books, tables,
or free Wifi at the library. All residents are welcome to utilize the library free of charge and check
out books or puzzles, or just to walk around the
historical building. The library is located at 6250
Wolf Road and is open from 10AM-3PM every Saturday and from Noon-3PM every Sunday.

Inflation Impacts
Indian Head Park
The rise in prices over the last year has caused
many challenges for families across the country.
The unexpected increase in cost has also unfortunately made it so that the office building development at 6991 Joliet Road is no longer feasible for
the owner. This development was approved last
year by the Board of Trustees and since then the
rise in construction costs for the owner has gone
up over 50%. The Village will be working with
the owner to market the property and work towards
developing
it
in
the
future.
Additionally, the Village understands that the rise
in prices over the last year has made it harder for
families to pay their bills. If you are experiencing
financial difficulties and are worried about your
ability to pay your water bill please contact Village Hall. Temporary payment plans are an option for those experiencing financial hardship.
Finally, the Village encourages anyone experiencing financial hardship to investigate the resources available on the Village’s Hardship Assistance webpage. The Hardship Assistance
webpage is under the Residents category of the
Village Webpage. If you have difficulty accessing
the webpage please contact the Village at 708246-3080 and a village staff member can help
guide you to the page.

Leaf Vacuuming Dates
This year’s leaf vacuuming program will take place
during the following weeks:
Monday, October 31st—Friday, October 4th
Monday, November 14th—Friday, November 18th
Monday, November 28th—Friday, December 2nd
Leaf Vacuuming Reminders:
-Please rake all leaves up to the street, but not in
the street. Leaves in the street can cause drainage
and safety issues.
-Leaves have to be raked within a couple of feet
from the edge of the street so they can be reached
by the machine.
-Please rake all leaves to the edge of the street before 8:00 a.m. on the Monday of each pass to guarantee you are not skipped.
-It may take up to a week for leaves to be collected
depending on various factors like the weather and
the amount of leaves on the ground.

-Leaf Vacuuming can be affected by the weather,
for the most up-to-date information please refer to
the Village website.

2 IHP Police Officers to
Receive Life Saving Award
In September, Officers Rob Verber and John
Kissane responded to a call of a non-responsive
individual in a vehicle located in a parking lot.
The officers were able to gain access to the vehicle by breaking the window and administered
two doses of Narcan to the individual. The person survived due to their quick thinking and heroic efforts. The officers will be presented with a
life saving award at the October Board Meeting.
As always, residents are encouraged to attend
the meetings and are also able to watch them
from home on Comcast Channel 6 or on YouTube
and Facebook.

Indian Head Park Receives
Budget Award
Every year Village Administrator, John DuRocher, Assistant Village Administrator Andy
Ferrini, and Finance Manager, Argelia Garbacz
extensively compile a budget, to ensure our Village Taxpayer’s money is allotted correctly and
used in the most economically responsible ways.
The Government Finance Officers Association,
also known as GFOA, is a national organization,
which has given the Village the Distinguished
Budget Presentation Award for the SIXTH year
in a row! This is not an easy task, so it’s important that we spotlight John, Andy, and Argelia’s hard work and months of dedication to put
together our fiscal integrity and transparency.
In fact, the GFOA established the Distinguished
Budget Presentation Awards Program in 1984 to
encourage and assist state and local governments to prepare budget documents of the very
highest quality. Documents submitted to the
budget awards program are reviewed by selected members of the GFOA professional staff and
by outside reviewers with experience in publicsector budgeting.. Thank you John, Andy and
Argelia!

2022 Road Program
This year the Village has contracted with Schroeder Asphalt Services to remove and replace the top
layer of asphalt on a variety of streets. The streets
that are slated for paving work are Acacia Circle,
Big Bear Drive, Mohawk Court, Apache Drive, Arrowhead Court, and Indian Head Trail from the Big
Bear Drive intersection going north.
This work will be conducted in the Fall of 2022.
No specific dates are set as of yet. Door hangers
will be distributed to all homes on the streets
where road work is taking place notifying residents of construction dates. The Village will also
send notifications via the Village Website, social
media, and Simplicity when we have a more specific timeline for the work.
The Village will also include the information in the
e-newsletter that is going to start up in October. If
you are interested in signing up for the enewsletter, please go to the Village website
www.indianheadpark-il.gov, there is a link on the
homepage to signup.

IHP Doctor Helping
People in Ukraine
Indian Head Park resident Dr. Rom Stevens is a
former combat veteran who spent 36 years as a
medic in the Navy and recently traveled to Lyiv to
help out people in Ukraine. Dr. Stevens traveled to
Ukraine with a friend from Spokane, who is also a
doctor to use their decades of experience to help
people in Ukraine.
The military men and women wounded are being
tended to by military doctors and nurses. He is
helping out on the civilian side of the war, telling
WGN News “Mainly to give lectures and teach,
particularly, the military medical system.”
Dr. Stevens said Ukrainians have made it clear to
him they want to be a part of Europe more than
ever.

Officer in the Spotlight
Meet Officer Mike Maher, he has been employed here as a parttime Police Officer for
about 5 years. He enjoys
assisting and meeting
the residents. He says
“it’s difficult to drive
down any street in the
Village where people are
out walking around and to be able to get your
hand up fast enough to wave.” He goes on to say
“The relationships our officers have built with the
community make us want to take special care of
them.” Officer Maher would like to remind the residents to not be afraid to reach out when you need
police assistance, and to look out for your neighbors. “If you see something, say something.”
Officer Maher works full-time for an environmental science company and on the weekends he gets
to be a Police Officer. He has been married for 31
years and has three kids. One is a fifth grade
teacher, one works as a geologist and his youngest
just began her third year of college. For the past
25 years, he and his son have been collecting fossils and minerals and have accumulated a rather
large collection. Their passion for exploration led
his son to become a geologist and it provides them
the opportunity to travel together and enjoy life.
We are lucky to have such a dedicated Police department and Officer Maher is no exception.
Thank you to Commander Ruban for nominating
Officer Maher for this edition!

Book Discussions at the
Heritage Center Library
Next Book Discussion
Sunday, September 25th
3:00 p.m.

‘

All IHP adult residents welcome. Discussions
held the 4th Sunday of each month at 3pm at the
Heritage Center.
See the Village website for updates.
September 25th Book Discussion:
Educated by Tara Westover
October 23rd Book Discussion:
The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles
Contact Laurie for info at:
lmole40@gmail.com

Download the Simplicity App
Residents can download the Simplicity App by
scanning the QR code at the bottom of this page
with their smart phone. The Village app, powered by Simplicity gives residents community
updates in real-time. Residents can customize
which updates they’d like to receive in the settings section of the app
so you’ll never miss out
on what’s important to
you. If you’d like assistance downloading the
app, stop by Village Hall
and a staff member will
walk you through it.

Reminder: Sheds and Fences are
Prohibited in the Village
Indian Head Park is known for it’s dedication to community, forestry and its love of nature. In order to preserve the park-like atmosphere, sheds and fences are
prohibited. In certain rare instances, a shed or a fence
may be allowed by either a special use or variance and
requires the homeowner to submit a zoning petition
application and attend a hearing before the Planning &
Zoning Commission. A good example of this is if a
fence were required as a reasonable accommodation
for a person with a disability, in accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act. Existing decorative
(split rail) fences are exempt and may remain if they
are properly maintained. If you have a fence or a shed
on your property and have not received a special use
or variance, please contact Village Hall by calling 708246-3080 or emailing admin@indianheadpark-il.gov.

Fall 2022 Photo Contest
Attention
all
photographers:
amateurs
and
professionals!
The Village is
holding a Fall
Photo
Contest.
The contest will
run between now and November 30th. All
photos should be taken in the Village of Indian Head Park and is open to all residents,
businesses, employees and visitors. Photographers can submit up to 5 photos highlighting the Village. Printed photos can be
dropped off at Village Hall, digital photos
can be emailed to admin@indianheadparkil.gov. The winners will have their photos
enlarged, framed and displayed at Village
Hall.

Village Board Updates
The Board of Trustee Monthly Meetings take place on the second Thursday of each month. The meetings
start at 7:00pm and occur in the board room at Village Hall. Residents are encouraged to attend—the
meetings can be watched live on Comcast Channel 6 and are streamed on YouTube and Facebook Live.
Below is a summary of what the Board of Trustees is currently working on:
FACILITY STUDY: The Village Board has tasked the Village Engineer to conduct a comprehensive study
of all Village facilities. The purpose of this study is to determine the conditions and lifecycles of the facilities, determine if they are sufficient for the Village’s long-term needs, and determine what expected repair and maintenance costs are going to be.
PUBLIC FACILITY SAFETY: The Board discussed bids received related to a keyless access system for
Village facilities. The Board discussed various options for increasing the security and accountability at
Village facilities like alarm system updates and lock changes.

Touchdown Brat Sliders
Ingredients:
5 thick-sliced bacon
strips, chopped

1 cup dark beer
1 Tbs. Dijon mustard

1 lb. uncooked brats, cas- 1/4 tsp pepper
ings removed
16 dinner rolls, split and
1 lg onion, finely chopped
toasted
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 cups cheddar and sour
1 8oz. Pkg cream cheese,
cubed

cream potato chips,
crushed

Directions:
1. In a large cast-iron or other heavy skillet, cook
bacon over medium heat until crisp. Remove to
paper towels with a slotted spoon; drain, reserving drippings. Cook bratwurst and onion in drippings over medium heat until meat is no longer
pink, breaking into crumbles. Add garlic; cook 1
minute longer. Drain well.
2. Stir in the cream cheese, beer, mustard and pepper. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer, uncovered, until thickened, 15-20 minutes, stirring occasionally. Stir in bacon. Spoon 1/4 cup onto
each roll; sprinkle with chips. Replace tops.

Fall Driving Safety Tips
Beware of leaves: While fall foliage is certainly
pretty to look at, the leaves are actually pretty
slippery when they land on the road. Take caution when driving on a road with fallen leaves.
Keep an eye out for deer: There is a huge increase in deer-related car accidents in the fall,
mostly due to the animals’ migration pattern and
mating season.
Prepare for foggy conditions: Colder mornings
often lead to extra precipitation in the form of fog.
Make sure to leave extra distance between you
and the person in front of you. Also, low beam
lights are more effective in the fog since high
beams tend to create a glare.

Twitter: @villageofIHP

Instagram: @_indian_head_park_

Facebook: @IndianHeadPark

www.indianheadpark-il.gov

The App Store: Simplicity
Smoke Signals is published by the Village of Indian Head Park to
inform its residents of ongoing activities in the Village and the
ever-growing plans for the future in the pursuit of better government and the good of the citizenship. Circulation is 2,000
News and advertisements for the next issue should be

electronically submitted to:
admin@indianheadpark-il.gov
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