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Wolf Road Update
Cook County has been working on a plan to expand Wolf
Road since 2018. The alternatives were presented to the
residents in April at an open house style meeting at Village
Hall. Since then, the Village has hosted two special meetings, in addition to the regular Board Meetings, to listen to
feedback directly from the residents.
Representatives from Cook County attended the June Board
Meeting to announce that the County will lead and fund a
Corridor Advisory Committee. The Committee will be composed of a diverse group of stakeholders affected by the
project and will provide feedback and input towards a preferred alternative. The Wolf Road project has been slowed
down until the Committee is formed and approved by IDOT.
Updates will be provided as they become available. The Village appreciates the participation received from residents
and encourages more residents to attend the monthly meetings.
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Car Show Returns Sept. 25th & Monthly Cruise Nights Added
The 3rd Annual Car Show is returning on Sunday, September 25th from Noon-4:00 at the IHP Plaza. Strata
will be performing live music and prizes will be awarded for the winning cars. The entry fee for vehicles is
$15 in advance or $20 upon arrival at the Car Show. In
addition, the Village will also be hosting Cruise Nights
on the 2nd Monday of the Month in June, July and August (6/13, 7/11 & 8/8). The Cruise Nights will be
held at the IHP Plaza from 5:00pm—8:00 pm and are
free for vehicles and attendees. Get ready for a summer
filled with cars, music and fun right here at home!

Acacia Drive Update

Construction resumed on the northern half of Acacia
Drive in April. Crews are working on reconstructing the
road and installing a new sidewalk with an estimated
completion timeframe of August. Navigating through
Acacia can be tricky at times but the crews are doing
their best to keep the entire area accessible. The project
will include landscaping along the entire length of Acacia
Drive and the Village is committed to making Acacia
Drive look better than ever when it is all done. The Village appreciates your patience and understanding during
the construction phase of the project.

Reminder of the Month

You may not make any changes to the grade on your
property without a permit. This includes filling in any
swales or leveling out your yard. A building permit is
required for any and all grade changes and must be approved by the Village Engineer prior to starting the
work. Even slight changes to the grade can lead to major
drainage issues for you and your neighbors. You can
visit the website or come into Village Hall for more information on what’s required to apply for a grade
change permit.

Dates Announced for
Movies in the Park

The Village will host two Movies in the
Park this Summer at Blackhawk Park.
The first movie will be played on Saturday, August 20th and the second movie
will shown on September 17th. The
movies haven’t been selected yet. Check
the Village website and Social Media accounts for the Movie announcements.

The Smart Stormwater Segment
As part of the Village’s effort to continually improve water quality, this short stormwater segment
features tips and tricks for residents to take ownership of the water falling onto and leaving their
property. We hope that you might learn something new and feel inspired to help take part in enhancing the quality of our waterbodies!
As the weather warms up, there are a handful of important actions you can take to clean up the
stormwater that passes through your property. Here are three such actions, followed by some additional discussion:
1. Wash Your Car At A Car Wash Facility, Not In Your Driveway.
Although it can be fun and economical to wash your car in the driveway with your kids and grandkids, all that dirty water, detergent, and scum flows into the street and eventually into our local waterways. Flag Creek is listed as one of Illinois’ impaired waterways, and pollutants from vehicles are
a contributor to that pollution. As an alternative, you can wash your car in the grass, or take it to a
car wash facility, where the water is collected and treated.
2. Pick Up Pet Waste and Dispose Of It As Soon As Possible.
As you can imagine, the bacteria and harmful pollutants in pet waste has a negative impact on the
health of our waterways. To help prevent this outcome, do your best to pick up after your pet every
time you are on walks and as soon as you can, if it is in the yard.
3. Choose Zero-Phosphorus Fertilizers Or, If Possible, Do Not Use Fertilizer At All.
Fertilizers commonly contain the nutrients phosphorus and nitrogen, two of the biggest contributors to degraded water quality. These nutrients feed bacteria that rob the oxygen from waterbodies,
resulting in algae blooms that kill aquatic plants and wildlife. If you must use fertilizer, use zerophosphorus fertilizer and use it sparingly, following the recommended application instructions on
the bag. For more information, please visit the Village’s Stormwater Management webpage
(https://www.indianheadpark-il.gov/545/Storm-Water-Management), where you can find additional tips and see what the Village is doing itself to clean up stormwater runoff.

Police Officer in the Spotlight
Say hello to Steve Ruban, the Police Officer
in the Spotlight! Officer Ruban has been
in Law Enforcement
for 32 years and has
been working for the
Village for two and a
half years. Although
he never dreamed of
being a police officer,
here he is 32 years later.
He enjoys his job because everyday is a potential
for a new experience or an opportunity to interact
with the community. His advice for the residents is
to look out for one another. He says to never assume that somebody else is going to call the Police
for something you would consider suspicious. He
also says to never be afraid to dial 911 for an emergency or a non-emergency situation. He considers
the days of searching for a non-emergency phone
number a thing of the past.
When he is not patrolling the streets, he enjoys
watching sporting events—especially Hockey. A
fun fact about Steve is he drank from the Stanley
Cup three times during the Blackhawks Championship era of 2010-2015. Thank you to Officer Zeitlin
for nominating Officer Ruban for the Spotlight!

Need a ride to the airport?

Call me
Chris korber, personal driver
708-415-4381

IHP Community Garden Update

The Community Garden is officially in bloom! Local Eagle
Scout Egan Payne took charge as part of his Eagle Scout
Project. The Village held a ribbon-cutting ceremony to
celebrate Egan completing the giant task of funding and
building all 15 plots. The garden is located in Blackhawk
Park behind the pump house. The plots are available to
rent on an annual basis for a small fee—however all of the
plots have been rented this year. Please remember that
the plots are private and no public picking is allowed. If
you’re interested in renting a plot next year, contact Village Hall to get on the waiting list.

Village Board Updates
The Board of Trustee Monthly Meetings take place on the second Thursday of each month. The meetings
start at 7:00pm and occur in the board room at Village Hall. Residents are encouraged to attend—the
meetings can be watched live on Comcast Channel 6 and are streamed on YouTube and Facebook Live.
Below is a summary of what the Board of Trustees is currently working on:
WOLF ROAD UPDATES: The Board of Trustees has been working on a solution for the Wolf Road Expansion project, which is currently being slowed down until a Committee is formed.
HERITAGE CENTER: The Village is determining how to make the best use of the Heritage Center. The
building is old and in need of repairs and updates. A decision will be made once the Board receives
quotes to determine the cost of repairs.

GARDEN FENCES: In collaboration with the Planning & Zoning Commission, changes to the current ordinance are being discussed to allow for garden fences to protect against wildlife.
BODY CAMERAS: In accordance with Illinois Law, the Village must implement body worn cameras for
the police department by 2026. The Village is currently working on a grant to fund the purchase.
NEW STREET SIGNS: The current street signs within the Village are non-compliant and need to be updated. There are samples of proposed new signage located in the Board Room. Public Works are still in
the process of obtaining quotes and additional options. Feel free to stop by Village Hall and see the options that are available currently.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Receiving & Paying Your Water Bill—You Have Options!
The Village is implementing a new program through which water/sewer bills can be emailed to residents. Some residents already receive their bills via email, but most do not. With the new system, residents can choose to have their water bill emailed to them, or sent in the mail. If you sign up for emailed
bills you will not receive a physical bill and vice versa. If you would like to sign up to have your water
bill emailed to you please fill out the account information below. You may submit the information below to the Village in person at Village Hall or drop it off in the silver drop box outside of Village Hall
(next to the blue mailbox). You may also send the information via email to admin@indianheadparkil.gov with a quick explanation stating that you would like to receive your water bill via email.

Name:___________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________

Direct Debit Auto Pay
Residents can also have their water payment automatically deducted from their checking accounts. The form can be found on the Village
website. Simply fill it out and drop it off at Village Hall or email it to admin@indianheadparkil.gov. Do it today and have one less bill to remember to pay!

Twitter: @villageofIHP

Instagram: @_indian_head_park_

Facebook: @IndianHeadPark

www.indianheadpark-il.gov

The App Store: Simplicity
Smoke Signals is published by the Village of Indian Head Park to
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Village Board of Trustees
Meets second Thursday of every month
7:00 pm at Village Hall
UPCOMING MEETINGS:

July 14th, 2022
August 11th, 2022
September 8th, 2022
October 13th, 2022
Indian Head Park Village Hall
201 Acacia Drive, Indian Head Park, IL 60525
708-246-3080
www.indianheadpark-il.gov

